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Press Release

Signing Ceremony for Establishing BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility in
Sri Lanka

Colombo, Sri Lanka, 12 September 2026

The Host Country Agreement between the Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka and the BIMSTEC Secretariat for establishing the BIMSTEC Technology Transfer
Facility in Sri Lanka was signed, in Colombo, on 11 September 2026, marking a significant
milestone in advancing regional cooperation in Science, Technology and Innovation.

The Agreement was signed by Mr. M. L. Gammampila, Secretary (Acting), Ministry of Science
and Technology, Sri Lanka, on behalf of the Government of Sri Lanka, and H.E. Indra Mani
Pandey, BIMSTEC Secretary General, on behalf of the BIMSTEC Secretariat.

The signing of the Host Country Agreement reflects the shared commitment of the BIMSTEC
States to strengthening cooperation in Science, Technology and Innovation, including through
creating mechanisms to support technology transfer for the benefit of the member States.

The signing of the Host Country Agreement marks the final step towards operationalisation of the
BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility, realising the long-standing commitment to establishing
a functioning regional mechanism for facilitating technology transfer.

A Governing Board of the BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility has been constituted and the
Board convened its first Meeting virtually on 03 August 2026 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. As the lead
country for Science, Technology and Innovation Sector and Host Country of the Facility, Sri Lanka
will coordinate with the member States, through the BIMSTEC Secretariat, to develop a common
Intellectual Property Framework to facilitate technology transfer among the BIMSTEC member
States. The proposed framework will be further discussed at the subsequent Meetings of the
Governing Board. Sri Lanka will also announce appointment of the Executive Director of the
BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility at that Meeting.

As the Host Country, Sri Lanka will play the role of anchor in operationalisation of the Facility, in
close cooperation with the BIMSTEC Secretariat and the member States.



About BIMSTEC

BIMSTEC comprises seven countries of the Bay of Bengal region: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. It pursues regional cooperation in the following areas:
Agriculture & Food Security; Blue Economy; Connectivity; Culture; Disaster Management;
Energy; Environment & Climate Change; Fiscal & Monetary Policy; Health; Human Resource
Development; Fisheries & Livestock; Mountain Economy; People-to-People Relations; Poverty
Alleviation; Security; Science, Technology & Innovation; Tourism; Trade & Investment; and
Women Development.
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